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shiparrest.co.in is an initiative by SALK [Ship Arrest 

Legal Knowledge].  

 

We are continuously working on our research for a better 

and near perfect report and our next research report of 

shipping law firms and individual practitioners will be 

released during January 2022. Should you think that 

error may have creeped in or the report is not upto date 

please feel free to write to us.   

 

This report is prepared on the basis of our in-depth 

market study and analysis for the period December 01, 

2021 –December 31, 2022.  

 

We do not accept paid listings. 
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LEGAL SYSTEM IN INDIA 
The Indian Judiciary is partly a continuation of the British legal system 
established by the English in the mid-19th century based on a typical hybrid 
legal system known as the Common Law System, in which customs, 
precedents and legislative are all components of the law. The Constitution 
of India is the supreme legal document of the country. There are various 
levels of judiciary in India – different types of courts, each with varying 
powers depending on the tier and jurisdiction bestowed upon them. They 
form a strict hierarchy of importance, in line with the order of the courts in 
which they sit, with the Supreme Court of India at the top, followed by 
High Courts of respective states with district judges sitting in District 
Courts and Magistrates of Second Class and Civil Judge (Junior Division) at 
the bottom. Courts hear criminal and civil cases, including disputes between 
individuals and the government. The Indian judiciary is independent of the 
executive and legislative branches of government according to the 
Constitution. 
 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
The Covid-19 pandemic had driven lawyers from their office to home 
mostly working from home, forced to embrace cloud technology and video 
conferencing. Although life started to return to normal after the COVID-19 
pandemic runs its course, the word “normal” won’t mean exactly the same 
thing as it did before. All industry started facing serious threat with the 
concept of working from home, as it gave rise to moonlighting.  Crises like 
these are transformative to all aspects of a society; and law firm operations 
are no exception. The level of difficulty felt by law firms as they make the 
switch to remote work during COVID-19 will depend upon factors such as 
court appearances, age of clients, financial conditions of clients. 
Undoubtedly, law firms are badly affected but as time passes they foresee 
more litigation work pouring in as many clients are in financial crisis. 
 
 
ADMIRALTY JURISDICTION IN INDIA 
The Admiralty (Jurisdiction and Settlement of Maritime Claims) Acts, 2017 
is in force from April 1, 2018. A bill in this regard was cleared by the Rajya 
Sabha on July 24, 2017. The Lok Sabha passed the bill on March 10, 2017 
which got the presidential assent on August 9, 2017 and was duly published 
in the Gazette on the said date. Vide Notification S.O. 767(E) Part-II s. 3(ii) 
22-2-2018 the enforcement date is April 1, 2018 been notified. 
 
The High Courts in India having admiralty jurisdiction are the Bombay 
High Court; Calcutta High Court; Odisha High Court; Madras High Court; 
Karnataka High Court; Gujarat High Court; Kerala High Court; Telangana 
High Court and Andhra Pradesh High. 
 
A ship can be arrested anywhere in India but at the time when the admiralty 
suit is filed in the High Court, the ship should be present in that state 
territorial waters. for a maritime claim or a lien as detailed in the Admiralty 
(Jurisdiction and Settlement of Maritime Claims) Acts, 2017 on the grounds 
as set out therein by filing a legal action in the respective High Courts 
having admiralty jurisdiction and can be exercisable over the waters up to 
and including the territorial waters of the High Court jurisdictions. 
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VIEW ON ADMIRALTY ACT, 2017 

We have explained the new act and have done a further survey amongst the 
seafarers; suppliers of necessaries; service providers; charterers; ship 
owners; port agents; port authorities; shipping solicitors and lawyers; law 
students and generally. It appears that the mandate for which the new 
admiralty act is supposedly for, to protect the claimants interest, is really not 
so in real sense but is otherwise, protecting the ship interest. Some of the 
instances we gathered are: 
 

� The seafarers see no logical reason for reducing the 
limitation period from three years to two years and making 
the suit time barred if filed after two years more so when 
they are sailing and do not have proper access to lawyers to 
enforce their legal rights for unpaid wages against the ship or 
sister ship;  
 

� The claimants do not understand as to why pan-India 
jurisdiction is taken away from the Bombay High Court and 
Calcutta High Court rather pan India jurisdiction ought to 
have been given to all the High Court’s having admiralty 
jurisdiction and making it user friendly for the claimants.  
 

� The claimants are bound to be frustrated for being unpaid by 
ship owner, now when it comes to enforcing claimants legal 
rights they found a method to dodge and make it impossible 
with no intention of paying. 

 
� Ship comes to port for loading or unloading and remains in 

port for a very short period and by the time pleadings are 
ready to be filed in court, the ship has already moved out of 
the port and the High Court jurisdiction, therefore any of the 
High Court having admiralty jurisdiction should be given pan 
India jurisdiction, if the intention of the act is really to 
protect the claimants interest.   

 
� Admiralty Act is a special enactment and should not be 

compared with general law that would derail the entire 
admiralty jurisdiction that existed for years since undivided 
India and also worldwide, the intent and purpose of the Act 
is explained in the preamble to the Act, which is as follows:- 
An Act to consolidate the laws relating to admiralty 
jurisdiction, legal proceedings in connection with vessels, 
their arrest, detention, sale and other matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto and this being a special 
enactment, its provisions will override the general enactment 
vis-à-vis  Commercial Courts, Commercial Division and 
Commercial Appellate Division of High Courts Act although 
defined. 

 
� The main purpose of arrest of a ship is to obtain security for 

satisfaction of judgment in the action in rem and it is 
necessary to arrest the ship in order to establish jurisdiction 
and this should be done from any of the High Court having 
admiralty jurisdiction.  
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Above are only few instances from our survey. It seems the new act has 
serious defects and most of the claimants are not happy with the new act 
also because court fees are very high in some High Courts and lack of 
procedural knowledge. Some have also suggested public interest litigation in 
the Supreme Court to rectify the defects and protect the claimant’s interest. 
 
Ship arrest work has drastically reduced to almost nothing and is no longer 
a user friendly country for ship arrest work but when ship arrives for 
demolition in India ship arrest work continues, genuine claimants appears 
to be handicap as it is become difficult to proceed in India.    
 
 
 

LAW FIRMS AND LAWYERS REGISTRATION WITH THE 
HIGH COURT 

To file appearance, vakalatnama or vakil patra on the Original Side in the 
High Court, it is mandatory that lawyers or law firms have to register and 
obtain a registration number now there is a further requirement by the High 
Court that all lawyers or law firms should register with NIC (National 
Informatics Center) and it is mandatory for all advocate on record / law 
firms or lawyers to provide the NIC registration number without which the 
computer system will not accept any court filings. 
 
Admiralty jurisdiction is on the original side in the High Court having 
admiralty jurisdiction therefore all lawyers or law firms have to fulfill the 
above requirements.  
 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Our methodology to understand lawyers or law firms practicing shipping 
law in India is an in-depth study using the most common method in 
combination with our in-depth methodology, market study, lawyers or law 
firms reputation in the market, performance, capability, education, 
transactions, market share, historical track records, progress and 
development, innovative ideas, use of technology and our continuous 
process on keeping a track of all admiralty matters in India and the law 
firms and lawyers practicing shipping work brings this report to near 
perfect, our methodology also includes study of the rankings and 
recommendations given by Legal500, Chambers and Partners, 
Shippinglawyers.NET and other bodies that conducts research to rank and 
recommend lawyers or law firms on without payment basis. This report is 
for the period December 01, 2019 – December 31, 2020. We are 
continuously working on our research for a better and near perfect report 
and our next research report of shipping law firms and individual 
practitioners will be released during January 2022. Should you think that 
error may have creeped in or the report is not upto date please feel free to 
write to us.  . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
TOP BAND 
SHIPPING LAW FIRMS 
 
 

Band 1 / Tier 1 :  
Shipping Law Firm in India 
  

1. BRUS CHAMBERS, Advocates & Solicitors 

 
 
Band 2 / Tier 2 :  
Shipping Law Firms in India 
  

1. CRAWFORD BAYLEY & CO 

2. BOSE & MITRA & CO 

  

 

  

Other Recommended :  
Shipping Law Firm in India 
  

1. MULLA & MULLA & CRAIGIE BLUNT & CAROE  

2. ANAND, ABDUL & VINODH ASSOCIATES 

  

 

  

  

Individual  Lawyer:  
Shipping Practitioner in India 
  

1. MS. PAURAMI SHETH  

2. MR. ASHWIN SHANKAR 

 

 

 

 

. 
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LEADING INDIVIDUALS 
AND RISING STARS  
IN INDIA 
 

 

 

 

  

Leading Individuals  :  
Shipping Practitioner in India 
  

1. DR. SHRIKANT PARESHNATH HATHI 

2. MS. BINITA SHRIKANT HATHI 

3. MR. PRASHANT ASHER 

4. MR. AMITAVA MAJUMDAR 

 

 

  

  

Rising Stars  :  
Shipping Practitioner in India 
 

1.     Ms. S. Priya 

2.     Ms. Bulbul Singh- Rajpurohit 

3.     Mr. Pritish Das 

4.     Mr. Pabitra Dutta 

5.     Mr. Subhojit Roy 
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BAND 1 / TOP TIER  : THE BEST - LAW FIRM 

for Shipping, Maritime & Admiralty work in India 
  

1. BRUS CHAMBERS, Advocates & Solicitors 
Brus Chambers, specialised shipping law firm has been practicing 
shipping law since 1992 and continues as a dominant force in shipping 

and is ‘the best’ shipping law firm in India while Dr. Shrikant 
Pareshnath Hathi continues to be 'the best' shipping lawyer in India. The 
law firm is one of the leading and probably pre-eminent, Indian firm for 
shipping work and maintains one of India’s top shipping practice. Ms. 

Binita Hathi is shoulder to shoulder in ship arrest work with Dr. Hathi is 
very tactful and result oriented and has always strived towards result for 
client and has achieved for client.  
 

The shipping practice of Brus Chambers enjoys a worldwide reputation 
for its excellence and is most respected for both dry and wet shipping. 
Brus Chambers is a specialised solicitor firm, all the partners of the firm 
are highly qualified, well experienced, thorough knowledge on the 
subject, to handle complex work.  
 
Dr. Shrikant Pareshnath Hathi and Ms. Binita Hathi co-lead the shipping 
team. He is a very good strategist and is recommended by his peers for 
shipping, maritime and admiralty knowledge. Other lawyers with area 
specialisation work alongside. 
 
Dr. Hathi is a law graduate with masters in law from Government Law 
College affiliated to the Mumbai University, PhD, Advocate on record of 
the Supreme Court of India, a Solicitor from India (practicing) and 
United Kingdom (practicing), also completed study course from Harvard 
University under the guidance of Prof. Michael J. Sandel, Professor of 
Government at Harvard University. His main law practice is in the 
Bombay High Court and other High Courts in India, he is a specialist in 
shipping, shipping arbitration and projects and projects dispute 
resolution work.  
 

The firm has expanded its shipping and admiralty team. The law firm 
has a subsidiary law firm Brus Chambers LLC New York Office for 
shipping work, added another office at Mumbai for corporate and 
advisory work for shipping and related sector headed by Uttam Hathi.  

 
The Firm also has associate offices in port and capital city in all States of 
India.  
 
KEY CONTACTS 
1. Dr. Shrikant Hathi 

+91-9769946865 
Email: shrikant@brus.in 

  

2. Ms. Binita Hathi 
+91-9769946864 
Email: binita@brus.in 

  

WEBSITE: bruschambers.com 
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BAND 2 / TIER 2 - LAW FIRMS 
for Shipping, Maritime & Admiralty work in India 
 

1. CRAWFORD BAYLEY & CO 
Mr. Prashant Asher is a solicitor and a partner of Crawford Bayley & Co, 

heads shipping practice. He represents several ship-breakers and is a 
well known ship breakers lawyer for many years. Mr. Asher is the only 
solicitor in India who has shifted his work gear and appears to be sailing 
at an extreme high speed, for ships arriving at Alang, Gujarat for 

breaking; he is focused on shipping litigation. 
 
KEY CONTACTS 
1. Mr. Prashant Asher 
+91-9820068003 
Email: prashant.asher@crawfordbayley.com 
 
WEBSITE: 
 

  

 

 

 

2. BOSE & MITRA & CO 
Bose & Mitra & Co is headed by Mr. Amitava Majumdar (also known as 
Raja) partner of his Mumbai based law office, has good knowledge of 
shipping and ship arrest work, he is particularly focused on contentious 

shipping and admiralty matters. Mr. Aditya Krishnamurthy, associate 
partner and Ms. Damayanti Sen associated with the firm are very active, 
works alongside with Mr. Amitava Majumdar. 
 

Mr. Amitava Majumdar has completed his LL.B. from the University of 
Plymouth (UK). 
 
KEY CONTACTS 
1. Mr. Amitava Majumdar 
+91-9819747080 
Email: bmc@bosemitraco.com 
 
2. Mr. Aditya Krishnamurthy 
+ 91-9833003032 
Email: aditya.k@bosemitraco.com 
 
WEBSITE: bosemitraco.com 
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OTHER RECOMMENDED - LAW FIRMS 
for Shipping, Maritime & Admiralty work in India 
  

1. MULLA & MULLA & CRAIGIE BLUNT & CAROE 
The shipping practice is headed by Mr. Shardul Thacker a solicitor and a 
partner of the firm, he also heads the firms banking and offshore practice 
group, is well experienced and has fantastic shipping practice.  
 
Mr. Thacker advises foreign corporate on the legal and regulatory 
aspects of investing in oil and gas, LNG, port projects (including on RFQ, 
RFP and other bid documents); structuring of bidding entity; and 
assessment of risk areas. He advises foreign rig owners, LNG corporate 

and terminal operators on regulatory issues, bid documents and the 
assessment of risk areas, including pollution liability. 
 
KEY CONTACTS 
1. Mr. Shardul Thacker 
+91-9821135484 
Email: shardul.thacker@mullaandmulla.com 
 
WEBSITE: mullaandmulla.com 

  
  
2. ANAND, ABDUL & VINODH ASSOCIATES 
A Chennai based law firm, its shipping practice is headed by Mr. Anand 

David. The firm is very well known for its prompt service and assists 
clients giving personal attention to the matter, is frequently 
recommended in South of India. 
 

KEY CONTACTS 
1. Mr. Anand David 
+91-9841289275 
Email: ananddavid@aavpartner.com 
 
WEBSITE:  
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INDIVIDUAL SHIPPING PRACTITIONER 

for Shipping, Maritime & Admiralty work in India 
  

 
1. MS. PAURAMI SHETH 
She is an Ahmedabad based lawyer practicing in the Gujarat High Court, 
her shipping practice has taken an upward swing mainly on ship 

breakers disputes and recoveries, she takes up direct client as well as 
instructions mainly from Mumbai law firms,. She is ‘tactful’. 
 
KEY CONTACTS 
1. Ms. Paurami Sheth 
+91-9824033521 
Email: paurami_sheth@yahoo.co.in 
 
WEBSITE:  
 
 
 
2. MR. ASHWIN SHANKAR 
He concentrates on shipping litigation mainly on recoveries and has a 
very decent shipping practice. is a standalone lawyer who works 
alongside with his team under the name The Chambers of Mr. George 
Rebello. 
 
KEY CONTACTS 
1. Mr. Ashwin Shankar 

+91-22-22620036 
Email: georgerebello@vsnl.com 
 
WEBSITE:  
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RECOMMENDED COUNSELS 
 
01.Mr. Venkatesh Dhond (Senior Counsel) 
02.Mr. Sunip Sen 
03.Mr. Rahul Narichania (Senior Counsel) 
04.Mr. Prashant Pratap (Senior Counsel) 
05.Mr. Janak Dwarkadas (Senior Counsel) 
06.Mr. Akshay Kolse-Patil 
07.Mr. Aspi Chinoy (Senior Counsel) 
08.Mr. C.A. Sundaram (Senior Counsel) 
09.Mr. Zarir Bharucha 

 
 
Counsels in India are arguing counsels akin to barrister-at-law, they do 

not interact with clients or parties. They are briefed by law firms or 
individual practitioners only although advocates and solicitors too can 
appear and plead.  
 

The legal system in England uses the term counsel as an approximate 
synonym for a barrister-at-law, and may apply it to mean either a single 
person who pleads a cause, or collectively, the body of barristers 
engaged in a case. Some judges and lawyers apply the term 

interchangeably between both barristers and solicitor advocates. 
 
The difference between "Barrister" and "Counsel" is subtle. "Barrister" is a 
professional title awarded by one of the four Inns of Court, and is used 
in a barrister's private, academic or professional capacity. "Counsel" is 
used to refer to a barrister who is instructed on a particular case. It is 
customary to use the third person when addressing a barrister instructed 
on a case: "Counsel is asked to advise" rather than "You are asked to 
advise". 

 
The legal term counselor, or more fully, counselor-at-law, became 
practically obsolete in England, but continued in use locally in Ireland as 
an equivalent to barrister, where a Senior Counsel (S.C.) is equivalent to 
the English Queen's Counsel (Q.C.) 
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SHIPPING LAW FIRM / LAWYERS 
CONTACT DETAILS 

 
Below listed are contact details of recommended shipping law firms or 

lawyers in India  
  
     
Brus Chambers  
shrikant@bruschambers.com 
+91-9769946865 
(Dr. Shrikant Hathi) 
______________________________________ 
 
Mulla & Mulla, Craigie, Blunt & Caroe  
shardul.thacker@mullaandmulla.com 
+91-9821135484 
(Mr. Shardul Thacker) 
______________________________________ 
 
Bose & Mitra & Co  
bmc@bosemitraco.com 
+91-9819747080 
(Mr. Amitava Bose) 
______________________________________ 
 

Khare Legal Chambers  
abhishek@kharelegalchambers.com 
+91-22-22631513 
(Mr. Abhishek Khare) 

______________________________________ 
 
Bhatt & Saldanha  
bhattsald@bhattsaldanha.com 

+91-22-2624949 
(Mr. Raman Walawalkar) 
______________________________________ 
 
Crawford Bayley & Co  

prashant.asher@crawfordbayley.com 
+91-22-22613850 
(Mr. Prashant Asher) 
______________________________________ 

 
Anand, Abdul & Vinodh Associates  
anandattorney@yahoo.co.in 
+91-9841289275 
(Mr. Anand David) 
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Dr. Shrikant Pareshnath Hathi  
shrikant@bruschambers.com  
+91-9769946865 
______________________________________ 
 
 
Mr. Shardul Thacker  
shardul.thacker@mullaandmulla.com 
+91-9821135484 
______________________________________ 
 
 
Ms. Binita Hathi  
binita@bruschambers.com 

+91-9769946864 
______________________________________ 
 
 

Mr. Ashwin Shankar  
georgerebello@vsnl.com 
+91-22-22620036 
______________________________________ 

 
 
Ms. S. Priya  
spriya@vsnl.in 
+91-9821132762 
______________________________________ 
 
 
Mr. Amitava Majumdar  

bmc@bosemitraco.com 
+91-9819747080 
______________________________________ 
 
 
Mr. Amrut Vernekar  
amrutvernekar@vsnl.net 
+91-22-22026468 
______________________________________ 
 
 
Mr. Ankit Shah  

ankitshah@lawyer.com 
+91-9099944019 
______________________________________ 
 

 
Ms. Paurami Sheth  
Paurami_sheth@yahoo.co.in 
+91-9824033521 
 

______________________________________ 
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Mr. Pritish Das  
pritish@brus.in 
+91-9773672978 
 
______________________________________ 
 
 
Ms. Bulbul Singh Rajpurohit  
bulbul.singh@crawfordbayley.com 
+91-9821166642 
______________________________________ 
 
 

Mr. Subhojit Roy  
subhojit.ray@gmail.com 
+91-6290059676 
 


